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the frightful consequences of these events on hundreds of millions,
the importance of not making avoidable mistakes grows impressively
upon the mind.
For these reasons I could not attempt to discuss at the present
time questions of future strategy. They are discussed every day
in the newspapers, in an exceedingly vivid and often well-informed
manner, but I do not think that His Majesty's Government ought
to take any part just now in such debates. Take, for instance, the
question of whether we should invade the Continent of Europe in
order to lift some of the weight oS Russia, whether we ought to
take advantage of the lull now that Hitler is busy in Russia to strike
him in the West. I shall be guilty of no indiscretion if I admit
that these are questions which have several times occurred to
those responsible for the conduct of the war. But what could I
say about them that would be useful ? If I were to throw out dark
hints of some great design, no one would have any advantage but
the enemy. If, on the other hand, I were to assemble the many
cogent reasons which could be ranged on the other side, I should
be giving altogether gratuitous reassurance to Hitler.
Such confidences are not reciprocated by the enemy. They
have told us nothing since Hitler's speech in February. We are
in complete ignorance at this moment about what he is going to do.
We do not know how far he will attempt to penetrate the vast lands
of Soviet Russia in the face of the valiant Russian defence, or how
long his people will endure their own calamitous losses, or, again,
whether he will decide to stand on the defensive and exploit the
territory of immense value which he has conquered. Should he
choose this last, we do not know whether he will turn a portion of
his vast armies southwards, towards the Valley of the Nile, or
whether he will attempt to make his way through Spain into
North-West Africa, or whether, using the great Continental railways
of Europe and the immense chains of airfields which are in excellent
order, he will shift his weight to the West and assemble an extensive
army with all the special craft that he has constructed for an
attempted invasion of the British Isles. It would certainly be in
his power, while standing on the defensive in the East, to undertake
all three of these hazardous enterprises, on a great scale, together,
at one time.
The enemy's only shortage is in the air. This is a very serious
shortage, but, for the rest, he still retains the initiative. We have
not the force to take it from him. He has the divisions, he has the
weapons, and on the mainland of Europe he has ample means of
transport. If he does act tell us,his plans, I do not see why we
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